fever and other serious human diseases, and the malarial mosquito which has 


been responsible for much human misery and economic loss. 


Number 19 July, 1941 


This exhibit, produced through the codperation of the Department of 
Exhibits and the Department of Entomology, constitutes the second of a 
series of changing educational exhibits that was begun earlier this year. The 
first of these, which was concerned with conservation and showed some of 
the evils of the “plume trade,” was very well received. It is to be hoped the 
present display will meet with equal success. 

< 
AcaAvEMY’s Director Honorep 
At THE recent meeting in Pasadena of the Pacific Division, American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, and affiliated societies, Dr. Robert 
C. Miller, Director of the California Academy of Sciences, was elected presi- 
dent of the Oceanographic Society of the Pacific. 


also included giving the complete life cycles of insects such as the house fly 
which is responsible for the spread of cholera, tuberculosis, dysentery, typhoid ACADEM | | \ HE \X/ S LETTE R 


aNvV1luva OVW °H JAITO “Sul 


| 
my COLOBUS MONKEY EXHIBIT IN SIMSON AFRICAN HALL 
A 
WIh Ji1WO ‘ALISUYSAINA GX¥OaNnvVd a . 
Vitesse ‘ Published Monthly by 
Laguls ZaN/ | ~ CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
Lae oo a GOLDEN GATE PARK - SAN FRANCISCO 


GQALIFORNIA AGADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK «+ SAN FRANCISCO 


July Announcement 


THE REGULAR JULY MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Assembly Room (third floor) of the San Francisco Public Library 
on Wednesday evening, July 2, 1941, at eight o'clock. The speaker of the 
evening will be Mr. William B. Pitts, Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals 
at the California Academy of Sciences, who will present an unusual series of 
lantern slides of 

GEM MINERALS 


Mr. Pitts, whose beautiful collection of precious and semi-precious stones 
is well known to all those who have visited the Mineral Hall of the California 
Academy of Sciences, has within recent years perfected a method of cutting 
certain minerals into very thin sections, After having been cut by means of 
a special saw, these sections may be mounted in the form of lantern slides 
and shown on a screen for observation and detailed study. One of the most 
unusual features in this process is that these slides, having been made from 
the actual minerals themselves, are in natural color, 

Mr. Pitts, who has devoted many years to collecting and studying precious 
stones and various semi-precious gem minerals, will give an account of the 
methods by which he has produced these slides at his laboratory in Sunny- 
vale, California, and will discuss the origin, distribution and identification of 
certain of the gem minerals, slides of which will be shown. 

The public is cordially invited. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting, June 27, 1941, approved the applications of Mrs. David Brown and 
Dr. T. Eric Reynolds for MembBersuir in the California Academy of Sciences. 
If no objection to the election of these applicants be received at the office of 
the Academy within two weeks after June 27, 1941, they will be considered 


elected, 


NATURAL ILLUMINATION 
Tuis was the subject of a symposium sponsored by the California Academy 
of Sciences at the twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Pacific Division of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science held at the California 
Institute of Technology in Pasadena from June 16 to 21, 1941. 

Dr. Robert C. Miller, Director of the Academy, was in charge of the dis- 
cussion and presented a paper on “The Photobiology of Twilight” in which 
the reactions of certain living organisms, particularly birds, to varying de- 
grees of light intensity in the early morning hours was considered. It has 
been found that some birds such as swallows are on the wing when the faint- 
est streaks of dawn are visible in the eastern sky. English sparrows and jays 
are the laziest and last to “arise,” in this regard most resembling man. 

Dr. Harold F. Blum, Research Fellow of the National Cancer Institute of 
the United States Public Health Service at Bethesda, Maryland, spoke on 
“The Effect of Sunlight on Cancer of the Skin.” Dr. Blum presented evidence 
showing that sunlight plays an important role in human cutaneous cancer, 
which appears largely on those parts of the body exposed to light, particu- 
larly the face. 

A third paper by Mr. Alexander Breese of the San Francisco Office of the 
United States Weather Bureau on “The Concept of Illumination Climate” 
was followed by a round table discussion in which a number of groups rep- 
resenting the physical and biological sciences participated. 

Mr. H. Walton Clark, Curator of the Department of Ichthyology and 
Dr. Joseph Goodman, Chemist and Aquarist for the Steinhart Aquarium, 
are members of the staff of the California Academy of Sciences who also 
participated in various phases of the Association’s meetings. 


<> 


New EpuCATIONAL EXHIBIT 


Durinc June a new exhibit was installed in the North American Hall of the 
Academy depicting the relation that certain insects bear to human diseases. 
Man is constantly waging a war against insect-borne diseases in which the 
casualties are many times greater than those that have resulted from all the 
wars of man versus man in the history of the human race. Although many 
of us fail to realize it, this war is continuous and is being fought in labora- 
tories where medicines, serums and preventive measures are constantly being 
developed as ammunition to combat the enemy. 

A few of these enemies, such as the flea which sometimes carries plague 


bacteria from rodents to man, are shown as models. A number of charts are 


